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“We love because He first loved us.”   1 John 4:19 
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Welcome 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026  

 

Today – January 11, 2026 

LITURGIST:   

HEAD USHER:  Tom Trumbetas 

 

 

New Here? 

Welcome to Marple Presbyterian Church!  
We’re so glad you came to worship with us 
and want to do all we can to help you feel 
at home. 

 All visitors are encouraged to take the 
information brochure in the pew and 
place the visitor’s section in the offering 
plate. 

 Children are welcome in the service!  
Children’s bulletins are available from the 
ushers.   

 Nursery care is also available for 
children thru age 3.  The nursery is 
located directly underneath the 
sanctuary. 

 Assistive Listening Units are also 
available – please see any usher. 

RESOURCES 

Contact Us | 610-356-1098 
marplepc@gmail.com  
Website | www.marplepres.org 
facebook.com/MarplePresbyterian 

HOW DO I CONNECT? 

Clerk of Session | Kristen Mitchell 

Christian Education | Ben Mitchell 

Deacons | Linda Pursley & Joyce Holmwood 
marplepresdeacons@gmail.com 

Fellowship | Debbie Pettinelli 

Finance | Kerri Robinson 

Membership Development |  

Mission | Session Members 

Music | Susan Greene 

Nursery | Amy Eckels 

Personnel | Ben Mitchell 

Property Management | Paul Avazier 

Rentals | Church Office 

Stewardship | Joanne Trumbetas 

Treasurer | Bill Brower 
marplepctreasurer@gmail.com 

Worship | Amy Eckels 

Youth Group | Ben Mitchell 

For more contact info, please contact the 
church office. 



 

  *Please stand as you are able 

Service for the Lord’s Day 10:30am 

 

Prayer Before Worship 

 Grant to me, O Lord, to worship you in spirit and in truth; to submit all my nature to you,  

 that my conscience may be quickened by your holiness, my mind nourished by your truth,  

 my imagination purified by your beauty. Help me to open my heart to your love and to surrender  

 my will to your purpose.  So may I lift up my heart to you in selfless adoration and love.  

 Through Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen.  

 

What is faith? Faith is being grasped by the power of love. Faith is recognizing  
that what makes God is infinite mercy, not infinite control; not power, but love  
unending. Faith is recognizing that if at Christmas Jesus became like us, it was  
so that we might become more like him. We know what that means: watching  
Jesus heal the sick, empower the poor, and scorn the powerful, we see  
transparently the power of God at work. Watching Zacchaeus climb the tree a  
crook and come down a saint, watching Paul set out  a hatchet man for the 
Pharisees and return a fool for Christ, we know that our lives too can become  
channels for divine mercy to flow out to save the lost and the suffering.  

 

William Sloane Coffin, Credo 

 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 

 

Prelude |  Susan B. Greene 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Call to Worship | John 12 

Leader: The Word became flesh and lived among us,  

People: And we have seen his glory. 

Leader: To all who received him, 

People: he gave power to become children of God. 

Leader: Praise the Lord. 

People: The Lord’s name be praised.  



 

  *Please stand as you are able 

*Opening Hymn | Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 



 

  *Please stand as you are able 

*Opening Prayer  

We come to you, O God, not because we must, but because we may. We come in freedom  

to praise you, and to find our place in life as your people created from dust, yet called  

to be men and women of spirit.  Our lives have as their context the turmoil of violence,  

the frustration of uncertainty, and the anguish of suffering. Touch us by your Spirit  

that we may be keenly sensitive to the needs of our times, and brave enough to respond  

to them according to our talents and ability; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Choir Anthem | Jordan’s Waters by J. William Greene 
 

Call to Confession 

  

Prayer of Confession 

Almighty God, whom we are called to love with our whole heart, mind, soul, and with  

a bold strength: We know well that we are often heartless toward the misery of others  

and mindless toward your purposes for good, that our souls wither among our machines , 

that our strength has gone from us laboring after that which does not satisfy.  By our luxury  

the meek perish at home and abroad.  As of old, we kill the prophets and anoint the fools.  

Help us, Great God, to deplore in ourselves the evil that so wantonly destroys; and  

provoke in us for the sake of all people those inward changes which support life, fight  

for justice and proclaim eternal hope. Amen.  

Musical response for personal confession and reflection.  

 

Assurance of Pardon  

Leader: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Leader: Lord, have mercy upon us.  The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I 
declare to you, in name of Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  

People: May the God of mercy who forgives us all our sins strengthen us in goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life. Amen.  

 
 
*Congregational Response Gloria Patri | #579  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 
 
 



 

  *Please stand as you are able 

 
 
 
 

Passing of the Peace  

Leader: We are all one in Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word, who came down to Earth, and 
whose dwelling place is with God’s people.  

People: Christ lives among us as our peace. 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 

 

Time with Children 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

 
 
 
Prayer for Illumination   

  

Scripture Lessons 

Galat ians 3:23-28         New Testament pg. 178 

Matthew 3:13-17         New Testament pg. 3 

 

Sermon | Of Water in the Spirit | Pastor Jim Reisner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  *Please stand as you are able 

*Hymn | Sing of God Made Manifest 

 

 



 

  *Please stand as you are able 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

 
* Affirmation of Faith | from A Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 
blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating  with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.   

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified,  suffering the depths of 
human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the 
dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death 
to life eternal. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and 
to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Offertory 

 
Congregational Response *Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (Doxology)  | #592  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; 

praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

 



 

  *Please stand as you are able 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

All: God of our hearts and minds, we give you thanks and praise for your goodness  
to us and dedicate to you our thoughts, our words, our gifts, our deeds,  
the working of our hands, the thinking of our minds, the loving of our hearts.  
Shield us this day, keep us from offense, and surround us with your love,  
Now and forevermore. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  *Please stand as you are able 

WE ARE SENT IN GOD’S NAME 

 

*Closing Hymn | Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice 

 



 

  *Please stand as you are able 

 

 

Charge and Benediction 

 

Postlude | Susan B. Greene  



 

 

This Week 

MONDAY 

Cub Scout Troop 151 Meeting | Hall 7-9 pm     

TUESDAY 

Thrift Shop 10 am–3 pm 

Joys & Concerns Chat | Zoom 3-4 pm 

zoom.us/j/6103561098  PW MPC 

WEDNESDAY 

Joys & Concerns Chat | Zoom 3-4 pm 

zoom.us/j/6103561098  PW MPC 

Boy Scout Troop 151 Meeting | Hall 7-9 pm 

AA Meeting | Lower CE Bldg. 7-8 pm 

THURSDAY 

Joys & Concerns Chat | Zoom 3-4 pm 

zoom.us/j/6103561098  PW MPC 

Choir Rehearsal              6:30 pm 

SATURDAY  

Session Retreat 

Thrift Shop 10 am-4 pm 

SUNDAY 

AA Meeting | Lower CE Bldg. 8-9 am 

Looking Ahead      
 

Learn More

JANUARY 19 
MLK Holiday – Church Office Closed 
JANUARY 21 
Session Meeting    7:00 pm 
FEBRUARY 1 
Worship and Communion   10:30 am 
Annual Meeting after Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Sunday School - MPC Sunday 
School is open to children ages 3 and up and runs 
weekly during the 10:30 am Sunday Worship 
Service. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Youth Group is open to all youth from 6th to 12th 
grade and meets twice a month between October 
and May.  Please see the full Youth Group 
calendar for meeting dates, special events, and 
retreats.  Contact the Youth Group Leaders 
at youthgroup@marplepres.org for additional 
information. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://zoom.us/j/6103561098
http://zoom.us/j/6103561098
http://zoom.us/j/6103561098
mailto:youthgroup@marplepres.org


 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During this time of pastoral transition please be aware that the Deacons will be 
available for addressing and communicating any pastoral needs.  

You can email or text/call: 

 

Joyce Holmwood  jholmwood433@comcast.net      610-888-7458 

OR 

Linda Pursley   lpursley1981@gmail.com   631-942-5758 

  

or any Deacon listed in the bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Thrift Shop is open: 

Tuesdays from 10 am – 3 pm  

Saturdays from 10 am – 4 pm 

Please come by to shop the new arrivals.   

We are thankful for Amy and her team of faithful 
volunteers.  We are always grateful for any help.  It 

is a great way to volunteer at MPC. 

http://comcast.net/
mailto:lpursley1981@gmail.com


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IM P ORTA NT NOTICE :  Listening devices 

are available for individuals who have 

a hearing impairment.  

Please speak to an usher for more 

information or to request a device. 

 

 

SESSION DEACONS 

Paul Avazier ’26 Douglas Ballard ‘25 
Amy Eckels ’25 Marion Brower ‘27 
Ben Mitchell ’27 Bette Downs ‘27 
Kristen Mitchell, Clerk Virginia Geisbert ‘25 
Debbie Pettinelli ‘27       Patricia Gwirtz ‘26  
Kerri Robinson ’26       Joyce Holmwood ‘26  
John Strain ‘27                 Greg Hoffman ‘27 
Joanne Trumbetas ‘25 Linda Pursley ‘27 
Kim Wertz ‘27 Diane Valaitis ‘26 
Alfie Wilkes ’25 Shirley Wise ‘26 


